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useful relief. Such characters are Blanche of Spain in
King John, and Phrynia and Timandra in Timon of
Athens, who appear only to lend point to Timon's
violent outburst against women. They are mere Stage
furniture, used to illustrate a sort of meretricious
chara&er which will submit to any abuse in return for
gold. The chief requisite for these parts is beauty.

PERICLES
Another role which has very little importance except
as decoration is that of the daughter of Antiochus in
Pericles, Prince of Tyre; both her father and Pericles
speak at length of her beauty [45] but her one speech
is an unimportant couplet, introduced perhaps to keep
the part from being completely dumb. Antiochus's
daughter would seem more important in performance
than she does in an examination of the text of the play,
for she had all the qualities of a fairy-tale princess, and
it is a principle of Stagecraft that a character who is
unimportant to the plot of the play gains greatly by
Standing perfectly Still and silent on the Stage while the
other characters a& around and at him.
Marina in Perides is another Shakespearian tragedy
heroine who suffers an attempt upon her virtue, but in
this case she is successful in defeating it. It can hardly
be maintained that Marina is a lively or frivolous girl,,
and her first speech Strikes rather an unsympathetic
note of self-pity, but the line:
This world to me is like a lasting storm,      [46]